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reaction to this disappointment was violent anger against her sister
and the expected baby.

The picture that unfolds now is already morbid in character arid
typical of a hysterical puberty neurosis. In order correctly to under-
stand pathologic behaviour, we must realize what constitutes a
normal development. Normally, the end of a triangular situation
such as that in which Nancy found herself might be that Nancy, the
third partner in the alliance, more or less consciously should fall in
love with her sister's husband, then free herself from this love and
turn to a new object. Or, especially if the triangle was not con-
stituted by an older sister and a brother-in-law, it might lead to a
conscious or unconscious sharp rivalry, the outcome of which again
would vary individually. The girl renounces the man, leaves him
to her friend, and frees herself from the triangle with more or less
effort; the scar of a disappointment will remain in her psyche and
may effect her subsequent life. Or she triumphs over her friend by
winning the man and renouncing the friend; even then the victorious
rival may be left with a scar, caused this time by her sense of guilt in
relation to her friend, and such a scar too may have painful effects
in later life.

A frequent result of such a triangle is the impulse to repeat this
incompletely solved situation later. There are women who can fall
in love only with the husbands of their friends, in order to take them
away or to renounce them; others must always have a women friend in
order to be satisfied in their relations with their husbands. Many a
marriage is endured and maintained because whatever defects it
has are compensated by the wife's relations with a woman friend.

But let us return to Nancy, whose history illustrates the develop-
ment of pubescent girls. We must leave one question unanswered
because our case history gives us no clue about it. Was Nancy
unconsciously in love with her brother-in-law, and, if so, what was
the character of this love? The supposition that such feelings
existed seems justified by the fact that during her stay in the hospital
Nancy displayed extraordinary readiness to bring about a triangular
situation or, as we conjecture, to repeat it. To express her desire to
be grown up, Nancy played at being in love with the doctor and being
jealous of his wife. She also showed a lively curiosity about his
eventual fatherhood. We have no doubt that this amorous game
expressed a typical fantasy that was reinforced by her experiences in
her sister's house.

But what put Nancy into a frenzy of rage and rekindled all her old
aggressions and guilt feelings was her jealousy of her sister's child.